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SUBJECT: NATIONALISTS REACT TO GOVERNMENT PROHIBITION AGAINST MEETING 

REF: TEGUCIGALPA 3726 

1. THE NATIONALIST PARTY DENOUNCED THE GOVERNMENT'S ACTION 
IN BANNING POLITICAL MEETINGS IN AN AUGUST 27 DECLARATION. 

THE MAIN POINTS FOLLOW: 

(A) THE NATIONAL POLICE CHIEF IN CHOLUTECA HAD TOLD THE 
HEADS OF THE DEPARTMENT'S CENTRAL COMMITTEES OF THE LIBERAL 
AND NATIONALIST PARTIES THAT NO POLITICAL MEETINGS WOULD BE 
PERMITTED; 

(B) ON AUGUST 23RD THE POLICE HAD INSTITUTED AN INTENSIVE 
WEAPONS SEARCH IN THE DEPARTMENT OF CHOLUTECA. HAD COLLECTED 
2000 PISTOLS AND HAD IMPOSED A VIRTUAL STATE OF SIEGE; 

(C) ON THE 24TH, THE POLICE PLACED PATROLS IN THE STREETS 
OF CHOLUTECA. SEARCHED CARS ENTERING AND LEAVING THE CITY 
AND TURNED BACK CAMPESINOS WHO WERE TRYING TO ENTER THE CITY; 
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(D) ON THE 25TH, MILITARY VEHICLES PATROLLED THE CITY ON 
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THE PRETEXT THAT THERE WERE GUERRILLAS IN THE SOUTHERN PART 
OF THE COUNTRY; 

(E) THE GOVERNMENT'S MEASURES WERE OBVIOUSLY TAKEN TO 
INTIMIDATE THE PARTY TO KEEP IT FROM CONTINUING ITS CAMPAIGN 
FOR A RETURN TO CONSTITUTIONALITY; 

(F) A DATE FOR THE MEETING IN CHOLUTECA WILL BE 
SELECTED ON THE BASIS OF WHEN IT IS ADVANTAGEOUS FOR THE 
PARTY; 

(G) IT IS NECESSARY FOR THE HONDURAN PEOPLE TO RECOGNIZE 
THAT THEIR LIBERTIES ARE DISAPPEARING; AND 

(H) THE PARTY WILL CONTINUE ITS CAMPAIGN FOR A RETURN TO 
FREE ELECTIONS AND CONSTITUTIONALITY. 

2. COMMENT: THE GOVERNMENT'S DECISION TO PROHIBIT 
POLITICAL PARTY MEETINGS WAS BACKED UP BY THE USE OF 
POLICE FORCE IN CHOLUTECA AND SURROUNDING AREAS. IT WAS 
A CLEAR WARNING TO THE NATIONALIST PARTY THAT THEIR 
PROJECTED AUGUST 31 MEETING WOULD BE STOPPED BEFORE IT 
GOT STARTED. THEREFORE, THE PARTY DECIDED TO CANCEL THE 
AUGUST 31 MEETING RATHER THAN THAN TO BE FACED WITH A SITUATION 
THAT COULD LEAD TO FURTHER REPRESSIVE GOVERNMENT MEASURES. 
SANCHEZ 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PUBLIC DEMONSTRATIONS, POLITICAL REPRESSION, PARTY MEETINGS, POLICE POWERS, POLITICAL PARTIES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 28 AUG 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975TEGUCI03761 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750299-0273 
From: TEGUCIGALPA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1975087/aaaaagem.tel 

Line Count: 83 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 75 TEGUCIGALPA 3726 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GolinoFR 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 SEP 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <05 SEP 2003 by CunninFX>; APPROVED <26 NOV 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: NATIONALISTS REACT TO GOVERNMENT PROHIBITION AGAINST MEETING 
TAGS: PINT, HO 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



